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WAFTA AGM Minutes January 2026 
Venue:  Hafodyrynys Sports & Social Club, NP11 5BE
Date: 28th January 2026 Time: 19.15.  Meeting called by:  Chair: John Johnston	     
 
Present: John Johnston (Chairman) – Tondu; John Easterbrook (Secretary) – Tondu/Oaktree; Dai Hicks (Treasurer), Peter Jenkins – Tondu; Gwyn Robinson – Quarry; Dai Williams, Mark Bassett, Dorian Falconer – Nelson; Howard Lloyd, Gareth James, Gordon Withers, Neil Vodden, Richard Griffiths, Phil Edwards – Blaenau Gwent; Richard Beaugie – Castleton.
1. Apologies – Pat Isaacs, Simon Poulter, Sotiris Exarhos

2. WAFTA OGM October minutes.  Proposed as a true record by Secretary and seconded by Nelson, All in agreement.

3. Officers Reports 
The Chair, Secretary, Competition Secretary and Treasurers reports were all submitted at the meeting. Copies of these reports are attached and will be uploaded to the new WAFTA website for anyone to view. The treasurers report will not be added but can be requested from club committee members.
	
4. Election of Officers. 
Current Officers are;
Chairman – John Johnston – Stepping down
Vice Chairman – Mark Bassett – Stepping down
Secretary – John Easterbrook – Re-elected
Treasurer – David Hicks – Re-elected
Competition Secretary – Mark Bassett – Stepping down
Web manager- John Johnstone – Stepping down
Grading Officer – Mark Bassett – Stepping down

Gordon Withers was proposed as Chairman by Nelson and seconded by Blaenau Gwent. This also encompasses the role of WFTF rep. All in favour
Richard Griffiths was proposed as Vice Chairman by Tondu, seconded by Secretary. All in favour.
Jack Harris was proposed as Competition Secretary by Secretary, seconded by Blaenau Gwent. All in favour.
Neil Vodden was proposed as Grading Officer by Blaenau Gwent, seconded by Tondu. All in favour.
David Hicks was proposed as Web Manager by Nelson, seconded by Secretary. All in favour

             
5. Welsh Shooting update.                                                                                                                              There is a new outlook in Welsh Shooting where the focus of expenditure and effort was previously on the Commonwealth Games disciplines, training and coaching will be available for all shooting disciplines within Welsh Shooting including FT. A High Performance training programme is available. £20K was spent on coaching 10M and pistol shooters and Welsh Shooting employ 3 coaches. Club Committee members are to find out levels of interest and once numbers are known WAFTA will apply a selection process, this will be fully transparent.
A new safeguarding structure is being implemented by Welsh Shooting. As developments come to light clubs will be informed on what needs to be done.
A range of Welsh Shooting clothing is available. Samples were shown, the clothing is good quality. A link will be sent out with these minutes.
John Johnstone is stepping down as the WAFTA rep on the Welsh Shooting board. John Easterbrook will be taking on the position.

  6.	Definition of rules for Stick Class. 
 The introduction of a trial for Stick class has proved very successful and although a minimum stick height was introduced further clarification of shooting positions is required. Some stick shooers stand when firing and some sit on some form of stool. BFTA Stick class shoot rules were handed out. These rules state that shots are to be taken from the standing position. A lengthy discussion took place resulting in the decision to have a standing stick class and a seated stick class. This was decided the idea of encouraging as many shooters as possible to attend the WAFTA shoots. 
This will be a trial to be reviewed at the next WAFTA AGM. Proposed by Chairman, seconded by Secretary. Castleton abstained, the remainder were in favour. 
	

7.        New WAFTA website. 
              All agreed that the new website is an improvement. Castleton raised that the website documents need updating. The Chairman commented that the website needs to be used to promote WAFTA with photos and posts showing the achievements of our shooters. The Chair will give website training to the Secretary 

  8.	Format and venue of WAFTA SWEFTA Challenge.
	Castleton tabled the idea of a one-off challenge shoot at a neutral location, Mendip. As the club house shuts at 13.00 on a Sunday it was suggested to hold the shoot on a Saturday. SWEFTA have already agreed to this and Saturday 26th September was put forward. Proposed by Castleton, seconded by Blaenau Gwent. All in favour

  9.         A.O.B.  
              The Grand Slam was on 15th March, Fathers day. Now moved to the 8th March and being held at Blaneau Gwent.
	
	 WAFTA grades: Only one shooter attended one summer shoot in C Grade and had a trophy. Nelson proposed that one grade is dropped, AA, and use A, B and C. The grading percentages would be adjusted to provide three competitive grades. Another suggestion was that in order to receive a trophy a minimum number of shoots is required. All agreed that further investigation into the proposal should be carried out after the last winter shoot and the winter grades are finalised.
	
	BFTA cards: Clubs that have not yet submitted BFTA card requests please do so and send to John Johnstone as soon as.

	Welsh Shooting will be sending out a spreadsheet to be filled out by clubs asking for information on the number of shooters, sex, age, etc. Please provide the information.

  10.	 Next Meeting. The next meeting will be the OGM on Tuesday June 23rd 2026 at 7.15 pm. Venue Hafodyrynys Sports and Social Club.

	Meeting closed 20.30



WAFTA Chairman’s Report 2025
Membership of WAFTA Clubs has increased year on year. However, disappointedly attendance at WAFTA shoots is down year on year, with very few entries recorded in C Class and ungraded. Growing our sport remains our key objective and I would encourage Clubs to encourage their members to take up FT. It is good to see that the numbers competing in Stick class has increased over this year.
WAFTA continues to support the BFTA UK shoot program, we will be hosting 2 GP’s this year at Tondu and Nelson. Mark will give details of our performance in all events during 2025 in his report.
The Welsh Target Shooting Federation continued to support WAFTA in 2025, and its financial help has enabled us to fully kit out our teams and provide trophies for our series competitions. Contributions from Clubs to WAFTA funds at WAFTA shoots has further enhanced our overall funds. I hope that we will hear soon that we will be awarded a WTSF grant for 2026. We will discuss WAFTA funding later in the meeting.
I am up for re-election as a director of the WTSF at the WTSF AGM in 2026 and I have decided to step down after serving in this role for six years. John Easterbrook has volunteered to take over from me, as he has had experience of dealing with the WTSF in his safeguarding role.
I have served as chairman of WAFTA since 2015, and Grading Officer since 1999, as I stated at the last AGM, I wish to relinquish these roles at the AGM in 2026. I will of course still be available to assist my successor(s) with any issues that they require assistance with in future.
I would like to thanks everyone who has supported me in my WAFTA roles, and in particular the team that managed the very successful WFTC in 2017.
Let’s look forward to a successful year.
John Johnston
28.01.2026










WAFTA SECRETARY’S REPORT

I’m still cutting my teeth as Secretary of WAFTA but I’m starting to get a grip. I think this is my second year as secretary.
 I have attended a couple of Welsh Shooting (formerly WTSF) meetings with John and I will be replacing him when he steps down from the board later this year.
The Safeguarding side of things is getting busy with a focus this year on structure. I will update you all as things develop.
We have hosted a couple of WAFTA shoots now at Oaktree, that’s Simon and myself, and I think we’re growing in confidence, slightly. I’m hoping that everybody has enjoyed the courses we that we have set. 
I had the experience of helping with the stats at GP3 and GP4 last year at Llantrisant. Quite busy really sorting out the money and assigning the lanes etc. All these things help build a picture of FT.
Holding and supporting shoots makes me appreciate all the work that people do to contribute to the running of events so a big thank you to all.
Berty and John are stepping down from their positions leaving Chair, Vice Chair, Comp Sec and Grading Officer all vacant. John and Berty have put a lot of time and effort into the running of WAFTA and representing us nationally and internationally. They will be missed but hopefully we can call on them for advice. So, there will be some new faces on the committee, interesting times ahead. 
We have the WAFTA summer series to look forward to and the BFTA GP season so let’s have some fun and do the best we can.

John Easterbrook
Secretary










Competition Secretary Report 



For a small region I think WAFTA still held its head up high in results in national and international competitions in 2025.

Jack Harris winning the BFTA Championships in tough conditions.

Myself winning the BFTA Showdown at Emley Moor.

Tyla Williams winning the junior class at the 2025 world championships held in Northern Ireland. 

John Easterbrook coming 2nd in the Veterans Class at the world championships in Northern Ireland.

For a region that is seeing lower numbers at regional competitions we still hit heavy at the big events. 

WAFTA as a region still supports the BFTA every year with hosting competitions which shows the commitment the region will put in to continue to support field target and look to grow the sport even more.

I look forward to 2026 and hope the sport grows an we encourage more people to attend shoots and get the region stronger.

Many thanks
Mark Bassett
Ex-WAFTA Competition Secretary 
















	
	WAFTA SHOOT DATES
	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	12 April 2026
	Inters
	Millride

	19 April 2026
	
	

	26 April 2026
	GP1
	Castle

	3 May 2026
	Not the NEFTA
	Blaenau Gwent

	10 May 2026
	
	

	17 May 2026
	WAFTA 1
	Blaenau Gwent

	24 May 2026
	
	

	31 May 2026
	
	

	7 June 2026
	WAFTA 2
	Castleton

	14 June 2026
	GP3
	Emley

	21 June 2026
	
	Fathers day

	28 June 2026
	WAFTA 3
	Quarry

	5 July 2026
	
	

	12 July 2026
	WAFTA 4
	Tondu

	19 July 2026
	GP4
	ETL

	26 July 2026
	WAFTA 5
	Oaktree

	2 August 2026
	GP5
	Frobury

	9 August 2026
	
	

	16 August 2026
	GP7
	Nelson

	23 August 2026
	
	

	30 August 2026
	WAFTA 6
	Nelson

	6 September 2026
	BFTA Masters
	Emley

	13 September 2026
	
	

	20 September 2026
	British open
	Throckmorton

	26 September 2026
	WAFTA SWEFTA
	Mendip. Saturday

	4 October 2026
	
	

	11 October 2026
	Welsh Masters
	Blaenau Gwent
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